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          2011  Chapter C Staff 
 

  CHAPTER DIRECTOR  
   Greg & Dana Townsend     (317) 423-0581  
   e-mail   iiiimpress@aol.com 
 

  ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTOR:    
    Scott & Lisa Davis   (317) 882-4091 
     e-mail  Scott at  2008wingnut@gmail.com   or 
     lisadavis0517@yahoo.co 
 
 

   RIDE EDUCATOR:   Eric Franson 
   (317) 787-6557   e-mail  e.j.franson@sbcglobal.net 
     

      TREASURER:   Kathy Teachout  (317) 862-5087 
     e-mail   DTEACHOUT@comcast.net    

   MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT   
   COORDINATOR:    
    David Mytinger   (317) 888-1996    
     e-mail  dgmytinger@att.net 
 
 

   NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Bobbie Harris       
    (317) 882-0958  e-mail  Wingchaser1@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

   MOTORIST AWARENESS DIVISION 
      
   CHAPTER  WEBMASTER    John Bales 
     (317) 783-0616  e-mail  balesjb@comcast.net 
    
 

   RIDE COORDINATOR:   
    Gary & Cheryl Ramsey     (765) 544-2339 
    e-mail  gcramsey74@yahoo.com 
    

   EVENTSLINE COORDINATOR:    
     Ramona Bennett   (317) 297-4975    
     e-mail RBennett8@Indy.rr.com  
 
 
�

   CHAPTER STORE:  Tim Hoffer  (317) 271-6073 
     e-mail   Wingnut471@yahoo.com 
 
 

   SCRAPBOOK:  Debbie Yearwood 
     e-mail  debjohn1990@att.net 
 
 

   SUNSHINE:  Lisa Davis 
 

   HISTORIAN:    Bobbie Harris 

Chapter Director’s Message 

 It is already June, and Dana and I have been fortunate 
enough to be your Chapter Directors for six months. The 
time has flown by. I hope every one of you has had an     
opportunity to get out on your bikes. These are the months 
we have been looking forward to when it was cold and 
snowy outside.  

This past month we had the Chapter Vacation traveling 
through Michigan. We spent a lot of time laughing, riding 
and of course eating. We had weather that went from cold to 
hot, but we were able to dress for comfort most of the time. I 
think everyone had a great time.  

This Friday, Saturday and Sunday we are headed out on our 
annual Kentucky ride. There are 33 people going at this 
time. I want to thank Dennis Hollon for planning what I sure 
to be a great trip.  

    Thursday June 30, 2011 we are serving dinner at Ronald 
McDonald House for the Riley kids. If you have time, come on 
out and help us prepare and serve the meal. If you are unable to 
attend, we can always use cookies. Special thanks to Jim 
Wooldridge for planning and setting up everything for this 
event.  

     Next week we are headed for Wing Ding in Knoxville, 
TN. This was a great event last year, and I am quite sure we 
will have just as much fun this year. There are plenty of nice 
roads to ride in the Knoxville area.         If there are any 
rides not presently on the calendar that you are interested in, 
please let us know. We will try and get them on the schedule 
for a Sunday ride or one of the open dates. 

    

A new event is being announced by the former Trike 
Riders International (TRI) organization, which just 
merged with the Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
(GWRRA), and is called TRIKES & BIKES RALLY. 
Dave Phares contacted me to see if anyone had inter-
est in attending the Trikes and Bikes Rally in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, September 30-October 2, 2011. If 
you have interest you can contact Dave at             
(317)502-4975 or email him at davephares@sbcglobal.
net I think this would be a great event to send some of 
our Trike riding members represent us. 

                     Greg& Dana Townsend    
                     Chapter C’s Director’s 
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    CHAPTER “C” HAS A WEB SITE.  
 

   www.circlecitywings.org 

BEAMS OF SUNSHINE 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1st - Carol Boyers  
11th - Chuck Sparks 23- Bob Bennett 
13th - Libby Bales 25- Terry Borden 
15th - Robin Tackett Ed Rugenstein 
19th - Randy White  
26th - Jan Franson 
 

Amazingly we had no June Brides 
 

Sorry, the Witt and Wisdom store was closed in May due to 
illness!!!! 
 

Lisa Davis   Chapter C’s Sunshine Lady 

   ASSISTANT DIRECTOR’S WISDOM 
 

    The Chapter vacation to Michigan was great. Good weather, 
good food, great riding, and most important, great friends. Lisa 
and I only got to go for 3 days, but had a great time.  We found 
out first hand that deer are out and moving...coming home from 
Michigan about 30 miles into the trip, 2 deer were standing in 
the road, and thank God for ABS brakes, we slowed down and 
split the 2 deer. As we pasted them Lisa got to look eye to eye 
with one of them. So while out there riding please be careful. 
Looking forward to our future trips. Your AC D's  Scott and 
Lisa Davis 
 

Scott and Lisa Davis,  
Chapter C Assistant Directors 

HELP  YOUR NEWSLETTER 

Month after month when I put in a recipe, Our members 
thank me for the season appropriate recipe I searched for 
to publish.  Some times I am in a time crunch when doing 
our newsletter.  At these times It would help me greatly to 
have a few recipes to fall back on.  So I am asking for 
your help.  Please   I am asking for all our members to 
contribute favorite recipes, to be published in our 
newsletter.   

So help us all out, 
and contribute to 
your newsletter.  You 
will be so happy you  
did.    Thank you! 

WORDS OF WISDOM   
 

        Perspective:  It is a simple matter of looking at the 
little things and seeing the big picture.. 
        We find it very difficult to forgive those who have 
hurt or offended us.  And that’s exactly why Forgiveness 
is a very big thing in our world.  It needs to be a very big 
ting in our eyes as well. 
        Regardless of whether you have just stepped on the 
path of life or whether you have been walking on it for 
many decades, you have more walking to do tomorrow. 
        When you have something written down that defines 
who you are and what it is you want to get done, you will 
be more fulfilled in your life. 

DID YOU KNOW….. 
And it all happens in your own backyard!! 

 

 *   While some males help build the nest and raise the 
young, mother birds still bear the major responsibilities 
in many cases.  They:   Protect the young form preda-
tors, Feed the young, Keep the nest warm, clean the nest 
and teach the young to fly. 
 

 *   13% of bird species nest in colonies. 
 *   In a few  of bird species the females are more color-
ful than the males.  Two examples are the Belted      
Kingfisher and the birds in the phalarope family.  (A 
phalarope or wadepiper 
is any of three living    
species of slender-necked 
shorebirds in the genus 
Phalaropus  
 
 
 
  * Hummingbirds usually lay only two eggs.  Ducks on 
the other hand are one of the most prolific layers.  They 
will lay up to 15 eggs in one brood.   Northern  
Bobwhites lay up to 20 eggs. 
  *  Females usually can have their pick of males during 
nesting.  3 top ways they choose a mate are:  1.  The 
quality of the territory a male is defending.  2.  A male’s 
song.   3.  A male’s coloring and brightness. 
  * Up to 40 female bird species sing a song similar 
to that of their mates. 
  * Seven female birds that look exactly like their 
male counterparts:  Blue Jays, Black-capped 
Chickadees, Tufted Titmice, American Crows, 
Mourning Doves, Bald Eagles and House Wrens. 



COMING CHAPTER ‘C’ EVENTS 
 
 June  24 –25  Kentucky Ride 
June 30th  Ronald McDonald House   
            we fix dinner. 
 July 2   Joe Huber Farms 
 July 7-10  Wing Ding 
 July 13   Gray’s Cafeteria 
 July 16   Kingfish 
 July  19   Staff Meeting 
 July  20   Bucceto’s   Bloomington IN. 
 July  23   Moonshine, Illinois 
 July 27   Chapter Meeting 
 July  30   Madison, Indiana  Ladies Day            
Aug 3       Zaharcos 6:30 P.M. 
Aug 6       Overlook 9:00 A.M.                            
Aug 13     Lamberts and Garden of Gods         
Aug 17    Vella's 6:30 P.M.                                   
Aug 24    Chapter Meeting                                 
Aug 27    Our Best Resturant leaving at 8:00  am   
Aug 31    Cladausch Resturant 6:30 P.M. 
 
We have so many new and exciting places to go this 
year.  Come join us on as many as you can!       
 

    Chapter C dates and events are subject to 
change.  Always call the events-line to make sure a 
scheduled event is still a go. 
    

BIRTHDAY’s  
 

JUNE 
 

    June  25th    Ed Rugenstein 
    June  25th    Terry Borden 
    June  26th    Jan Franson 

 

JULY 
 

     July  2nd     Cheryl Ramsey 
     July  7th      Janet Crim 
     July  8th      Sylvia Borden 
     July  10th    David Tackett 
     July  10th    Dana Townsend 
     July  15th    Mike Crim 
     July  17th    Greg Townsend 
     July  30th    Tim Hoffer 
 

       Get Well’s and Thinking of You  
  

We need to keep several people in our prayers and 
thoughts: 
  Betty Osman,  Ed Rugenstein’s friend   Betty needs our 
prayers and cards.  Please send.  Ed has the address. 
  Chuck Sparks  our # 33   Is in the waiting mode.  
Prayers. 
  Sandy Howery’s mother...Prayers 
  Debbie Yearwood’s  father ... Prayers 
  Elaine Goldsmith   surgery was June 10th.  She is  
recovering and has some medical issues still ahead of her.  
She needs prayers and cards of encouragement for rough 
stumbling blocks to come. 
 

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Mary Jo Phares on the 
recent death of her mother. Cards are always welcome too. 
 

 Anyone you know in the Chapter family who might need 
our thoughts and prayers.  We appreciate this kindness and 
the giving of a few minutes of your day. 

ANNIVERSARIES     
 
 

  JULY 
 

   July    1st        Gary & Susie Johnson 
   July   2nd       John & Ann Friar 
   July   5th        Gary & Cheryl Ramsey 
   July   7th        Mike & Janet Crim 
   July   17th      Bob & Ramona Bennett 
   July   21st      Jerry & Sharon Creager 
   July   29th      Bill & Linda Rugenstein 
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  CHAPTER “C” HAS A WEB SITE. 
   www.circlecitywings.org 

DIRECTIONS TO CHAPTER C’s MEETING 
LOCATION 

 

Chapter C meets at The M.C.L. Cafeteria at 3630 South 
East Street also known as South U.S.31 on the south 
side of Indianapolis.  Traveling I-465 on the south side 
of  Indianapolis, take exit  2  north to U. S. 31.    MCL 
will be on the left hand (west) side of the street in a 
strip mall with Shopper’ Mart.  MCL on north end of 
the strip mall from   Shoppers Mart. Phone # (317)  
783-2416   Meeting starts at 6:30 pm on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. 



          NATIONAL  GWRRA  STAFF  (Current List) 
 

Chief Operating Officer:  Melissa Eason  
Director:  Mike Stiger 
Canadian Director:  Ron & Carol Hodgson     
National Director-Canada Rider Education:  David Hay  
Rider Education Director:  Gene & Betty Knutson    
Leadership Training Director :  David & Kathy Orr 
Member Enhancement Director:   Ed & Linda Johnson  
Chapter of the Year Director:   Bob & Karla Greer 
Wing World Editor:   Sharon Stanley 
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Wing Ding 33 

 

  JULY 6-9 2011 
 Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
 

Region D Traveling Plaque 

 

 
    

REGION D WEBSITE; 
GWRRA-REGIOND.ORG/EVENTS 
Find all the details of coming Region D events. 

REGION  D  OFFICERS 
 

    Directors   ��������	�
������
����     
         
��������������������  
    Region Educators    MEDIC FIRST AID  
   Trainer    John and Laurel Kuehl   Phone:     
             (219) 464-4663 
    ��
�����	�������   George & Claudia Ellison  
        Phone: (734)748-6212 

INDIANA  DISTRICT OFFICERS 

  ���������������	��
   
 ���!�"���#��$�����
��������%&��'����'((  
 
  Asst. Director’s  Southeast Section  
          Lonnie & Karen Hunter 
 

2011 Indiana District Events 
 Fall Fest     Howard County Fairgrounds 
       610 E Payton     Greentown, IN    Oct. 8, 2011   
Winter Rendezvous  2012 Wyndham West 
Indianapolis, IN Feb. 17-19, 2012   “Come to the Movies” 

               �           USEFUL WEB SITES                      USEFUL WEB SITES                      USEFUL WEB SITES                                                                        
National GWRRA      GWRRA.org 
Region D     gwrra-regiond.org 
Indiana District    www.Indianaonwings.org 
 Indiana Chapter web sites listed on the District Web site.           
Chapter C    www.circlecitywings.org                                   
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District Traveling Trophy 
  Chapter W, Columbus, IN. 
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Claimed trophy April 10, 2011 

Region D Rally    Coldwater. MI      September 15-17 
 



Chapter C Ride 
Coordinator 
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 CHAPTER C’s STORE           
   Chapter “C” members... use only our new LIGHT 
BLUE Chapter Shirts with the new logo...On rides  
and dinner runs unless otherwise requested.    See 
Tim Hoffer for your Chapter shirts.  (317)  271-6073   
Wingnut471@yahoo.com 
 Our Vest  INSIGNIA PATCH ( Big one for center back 
of vest) is available in our Store.   
Vests:   L, XL, available at this time. Cost with  
embroidery                                             $40.00       
Chapter “C”  patch                                    $5 
Indiana Patch                                             $3.50 
Chapter “C” Flags                                     $12 

Let Us Introduce…… 
 

              Our  unique awards:    
These awards will be given lovingly to those who earn 
them each month. The Witt award will make it’s  
recipient an Honorary Witt for a Month .  This handsome 
soul will grace the home and enhance travels as only he 
can do.  This award goes to that special person who did  a  
 silly witted action and was caught/observed.    

The  Big Yellow Happy Happy Face goes to another 
special person who went  happily and smiling doing their 
good deeds and their action and was caught/observed.   
Thank you to both our winners.  You both add to Chapter 
C in many different ways.  The Happy Face award went to 
Tommy Harris for the month of June, because of all the  
trouble shooting and helping members with their bike 
problems.     Our Honorary Witt for  June is John Bales for 
dropping his Zumo and spending $800 for a new one.   
Congratulations to both Chapter members.  We hope you 
both enjoyed your visit with your awards. 
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2011 SCRAPBOOK   CALL 
 

              If anyone has pictures of any event for the  
Chapter, & would like for them to be in the scrapbook,  
especially any events attended.  Chapter C has a history of 
keeping Scrapbooks since 1988.  Your help is needed and 
will be greatly appreciated.    Debbie Yearwood is our 
Chapter C scrapbook person for Greg’s Tenure.  In 2 years  
we will be needing a new scrapbook person.    Please help 
Debbie by sharing your pictures, to go menus, pamphlets 
of places we have visited etc.  These items give Debbie  
materials with which to use within the scrapbook.  Fresh 
ideas and skills are always welcomed.  If you have  
embellishments to spare, feel free to share them for  
Chapter C’s Scrapbook.  Thank you for your help and any 
contributions for this endeavor. 

Chapter C’s Events Line  
  (317) 670– 2229 

  Spend as much time developing the inner you as you 
do maintaining the outer you.  Pay attention to stuff like 
character and integrity.  That’s the stuff that counts. 
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Riding  

  

Team Riding is a unique approach to what many of us have 
called “Group Riding”. The GWRRA Team Riding Manual 
defines three types of group riding – Team Riding, Mass   
Riding and Leisure Riding. 
Mass Riding consists of a loose organization of bikes riding 
down the road individually doing their thing (to coin a    
somewhat dated term). 
Leisure Riding consists of number of bikes traveling together 
with some relatively loose rules of the road having been     
defined and riders have agreed to abide by them. 
Team Riding consists of a number of riders who have agreed 
to structured rules regarding formation, conduct,                 
consideration and cooperation while riding together. There is 
a reliance on each other and concerted effort to support the 
other members of the team. Members of the team realize that 
their individual actions while riding have an effect on the 
other team members. Team members ride with awareness and 
focus. 
 

The GWRRA Team Riding Manual is full of tips and   
tactics for successful team riding. 
A point that the manual makes, that is not always put into 
practice, is the role of the leader and the tail gunner, or drag. 
In fact, the Team Riding Manual calls the lead bike, "Team 
Point" and the last bike in line the "Team Captain." As the 
titles suggest, the rider up front is not the leader (read - not in 
charge of the group). The lead bike and the drag bike share 
leadership responsibilities equally. They are both responsible 
for the safety of the group, and each has specific                 
responsibilities relative to their positions in the group. 
   The role of the Team Point and Team Captain is critical. 
But there is another rider who is critical to the integrity of the 
group. That is the number two bike.  
Reason # 1. Visibility 
The Team Point has the basic responsibility for speed,        
direction, etc.  As a result, he/she is often scanning for     
landmarks, road signs, turn-offs, etc.  The second bike in line 
in the right track has the best forward visibility and can spot 
potential problems early. A second set of eyes never hurts. 
Reason # 2. The worm. 
How many times have you been stuck in traffic on a        
wide-open interstate for no apparent reason? It's what traffic                                                                                                                                                                                          
engineers call "the worm." It's just a function of the dynamics 
of traffic flow. Even in a group of five bikes, we can          
experience the worm. If the number two rider daydreams for a     
second or two (never happens, right?), falls behind the point 
rider and accelerates to catch up, he/she creates the worm. 
Now the other bikes in the group must do the same, and pretty 
soon we have a gaggle, not a group.  
        The Team Point can create similar difficulties by      
accelerating too quickly after a stop, or on to a controlled    
access highway, or even just allowing his/her speed to        
increase too much going down the back side of a long hill if 
the remaining riders have not yet reached the crest. Successful 
group riding takes special skill and lots of practice. Chapters 
that do it well are impressive as they maneuver smoothly 
through traffic or on the open road. And cool as they may 
look, they are also taking maximum advantage of the safety 

 

          Question for tail gunners -- In the manuals, the          
illustration of riders coming to a stop at a traffic light or stop 
sign shows the tail gunner (Team Captain) in the left track, right 
up against the bike in front. Suggestion: why not hang back a bit 
and move to the center of the lane to create space between the 
group and the traffic to the rear? That way you will have       
protected the group from being rear-ended while giving yourself 
room to maneuver just in case. When you are sure the traffic to 
the rear is stopping, gently move to the left, returning to the 
original formation. 
 

   Now lets talk about the members of the group ride and 
their responsibilities. 
      Question “Who is responsible for your Safety??” 
With that in mind let us talk about Chapter riding..  
1.) We should be obeying the law when we ride.  
2.) When we are at intersection with a stop. Line up 2 
abreast, that way we can get 2 riders across at the same 
time. Take your cue to proceed thru the intersection from 
the rider on the left. When it is clear, the right hand rider 
will slow down after starting out to regain our normal   
riding staggered formation. The Group Ride Leader 
should slow down enough after crossing the intersection to 
allow the rest of the group to catch up without riding     
excessively fast to catch up.  
Reminder!! “This is a group ride.” 
The tail gunner will let the ride leader know when every-
one has cleared the intersection and the group can resume 
road speed. 
3.) “Do not communicate that an intersection is clear”. As 
the “Rider” remember you are responsible for your safety, 
don’t take on that responsibility for another rider.  
4.) We cannot direct traffic at intersections or else-where 
on the road. There are legal implications. 
  

Ride Planning and Preparation 
 

       o    Plan the Ride 
o  Always plan out the ride route ahead of time. 
o  Plan for breaks, fuel stops, food and rest. 
o  Plan the speed of the team (s). 
o  Start prepared. Set the expectations before the 

ride. 
 

 Rider Courses Dates                   
Akron, Jul 16 & 17;. 
Cost = $35.00 per Bike or Trike.. 
  

 

��������	
������
��
����� Eric and Jan  

Franson 
Chapter ‘C’  

Team Educators 



Chapter C’s Events Line  
  (317) 670-2229 

ALERT !  FYI  ALERT ! 
 

  If the leader of any planned ride has to cancel that ride for 
any reason.  The leader should call Ramona & Bob 
Bennett AT LEAST 2 1/2 HOURS BEFORE THE RIDE 
IS  SCHEDULED.    Please call Ramona and Bob , then 
Ramona can have the events line updated before anyone 
has left home to go on the scheduled ride. 
   It is always a good idea to check the events line  
before you leave for a ride.   

                   

                    Member Enhancement 
                 Coordinator      

We went for a nice ride the other day. We 
passed a golf course and saw groups of 
men chasing little white balls. Later we 
rode past a lake and saw men fishing.   
Everyone with us save one were with their spouse. At a gas stop 
we happened to run three more couples who were also out for an 
afternoon ride. Twenty five years ago I asked some of my      
coworkers what my wife and I could take up and enjoy doing 
together. We had been ballroom dancing but we couldn't take the 
smoke. I worked Saturdays so we couldn't go camping. The   
fellow next to me suggested we buy a motorcycle telling me that 
as much as I liked being outdoors and traveling we'd love it. I 
told him that was the dumbest idea I'd ever heard. He persisted 
and came by one night with an extra helmet and took me for a 
ride. Ehhhh......it was OK but not really great. He then took Barb 
for a ride. When they came back Barb said "I hope you enjoyed 
that as much as I did"! So we took up motorcycling and for the 
past twenty five wonderful years we have spent the vast majority 
of our leisure time with each other. And, we have spent much of 
that leisure time with other like minded couples who enjoy the 
company of their spouses. I realize we have a couple of one up 
riders and don't want to single them out but I get the idea they'd 
rather ride with people of our ilk than a band of one up type   
riders. Once, I was talking with a Gold Winger who lived here in 
Indy. He told me that he and his "old lady" had separate         
recreational interests. I immediately exited the recruiter mode 
and told him he'd have no interest in joining us. I then rode 
away. In recent years Eric and Jan have been seeing less of each 
other on the weekends because Eric has been instructing for 
MSF and for GWRRA. Last week Jan became a trike instructor 
so hopefully they can both instruct on the same weekends. How 
cool is that?  
So, I guess the bottom line is; Thank you! Thank you all for 
making these past twenty five years so wonderful. I hope we can 
all be like our hero Ed and have another twenty five to look for-
ward to.  
 

                                                   Dave and Barb Mytinger 
            Member Enhancement Coordinators 

 

            Circle City Wings    Chapter  C              page 7 

   ��)����������������������)��
������������&	��������
��
0������

+	�)��&	��������
��0����1�

2�������������3�����	��4�5�
������������3�367������	���

3�367�
�������4�7�
�������3�
367�����	���

7�%�
�	���

7�%���������

3��������

3�
���������$�����+��������
����	������3��	�7�
����	
�������

��	����������	����������	��
	������	���������
�	
��
��

�����������0	��������	�����
������������8�"
��������������/�
�����
��	
�����9����	������
���
������������	�����	���
���
��������:��	
����
�������
�	�������������� ���������
�����������
	����������!������
�����������������������	����
�����	
���"������-��	���
�	��
�������������������������
��������	�������������
��	
�
������	����������������	�����
*	������	�
���:���
	��������
���������
�����������
	������
����
��	���������

0������-������
 

 Lies are like potato chips: It is difficult for those 
who lie to stop with just one. 



 

Contributed by Betty Walda 
 

        OCEAN VIEW  
A group of 15-year old guys discussed where they 
should meet for dinner. It was agreed they should 
meet at the Dairy Queen next to the Ocean View  
restaurant because they only had $6.00 between 
them and Jannie Johnson, that cute girl in Social   
Studies, lives on that street and they might see her 
and they can ride their bikes there. 
Ten years later, the group of 25-year-old guys 
discussed where they should meet for dinner. It was 
agreed they should meet at the Ocean View          
restaurant because the beer was cheap, they had free 
snacks, the band was good, there was no cover and 
there were lots of cute girls. 
Ten years later, at 35 years of age, the group once 
again discussed where they should meet for dinner. 
It was agreed they should meet at the Ocean View 
restaurant  because the booze was good, it was right 
near the gym and if they went late enough, there 
wouldn't be too many whiny little kids. 
Ten years later, at 45 years of age, the group once 
again discussed where they should meet for dinner. 
It was agreed they should meet at the Ocean View 
restaurant  because the martinis were big, and the    
waitresses had big boobs and wore tight pants. 
Ten years later, at 55 years of age, the group once 
again discussed where they should meet for dinner. 
It was agreed they should meet at the Ocean View 
restaurant  because the prices were reasonable, the 
wine list was good and fish is good for your         
cholesterol. 
Ten years later, at 65 years of age, the group once 
again discussed where they should meet for dinner. 
It was agreed they should meet at the Ocean View 
restaurant  because the lighting was good and they 
have an early bird special. 
Ten years later, at 75 years of age, the group once 
again discussed where they should meet for dinner. 
It was agreed they should meet at the Ocean View 
restaurant because the food was not too spicy, and 
the restaurant was handicapped accessible. 
Ten years later, at 85 years of age, the group once 
again discussed where they should meet for dinner. 
It was agreed they should meet at the Ocean View 
restaurant because they had 
never been there before. 
 

 

     Stately Birds�
�

        While traveling along the back roads of      
Michigan and Wisconsin, we periodically spotted tall, 
brownish birds near the road or in fields. The more of 
these birds we saw, the more curious we became. When 
we returned home, we searched the web for these      
creatures and discovered that they are Sandhill Cranes, 
which are only one of two cranes that are native to North 
America (the other being the Whooping Crane). The  
Sandhill Crane stands four to five feet tall and has a wing 
span of about six to seven feet. Normally, these cranes 
are gray except for white cheeks and a reddish forehead. 
But, during most of the year, they frequently preen with 
vegetation and mud stained with iron oxide thus           
appearing reddish-brown. Upon further investigation, we 
found that the immature Sandhills are brown in color. 
Considering the time of year and the shorter stature of the 
birds we saw, we would venture to say that we may have 
been seeing the immature birds. These stately birds fly 
with their necks outstretched and nest on the ground in     
contrast to herons, which fly with their necks tucked into 
their shoulders and nest in trees. The Sandhill Cranes 
have been making a comeback and have become one of 
Michigan’s most watch-able wildlife species. 

 
Submitted by  

Phil &  
Sue Purpura 
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Mexican Wedding Cakes 
 

      1 cup butter, softened            
      1/4 teaspoon salt 
      1/2 cup powdered sugar         
       ¾ cup finely chopped walnuts 
      1 teaspoon vanilla                  
      2 ¼ cups all purpose flour 
     Powdered sugar rolled on several times 
 

Preheat oven to 400 F.  Mix butter, ½ cup sugar and    
vanilla until creamy.  Mix in flour, salt and nuts until 
dough holds together.  Using a small scoop, scoop out 
dough balls, shape with hands then place on      un-
greased cookie sheet. Bake until set, about 9   minutes.  
Roll in powdered sugar while warm.  Let cool then roll in 
powdered sugar again 2 more times until well coated. 
 

Submitted by Sue Purpura 
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