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          2011  Chapter C Staff 
 

  CHAPTER DIRECTOR  
   Greg & Dana Townsend     (317) 423-0581  
   e-mail   iiiimpress@aol.com 
 

  ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTOR:    
    Scott & Lisa Davis   (317) 882-4091 
    e-mail: lisadavis0517@yahoo.co 
 
 

   RIDE EDUCATOR:   Eric Franson 
   (317) 787-6557   e-mail  e.j.franson@sbcglobal.net 
     

      TREASURER:   Kathy Teachout  (317) 862-5087 
     e-mail   DTEACHOUT@comcast.net    

   MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT   
   COORDINATOR:    
    David Mytinger   (317) 888-1996    
     e-mail  dgmytinger@att.net 
 
 

   NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Bobbie Harris       
    (317) 882-0958  e-mail  Wingchaser1@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

   MOTORIST AWARENESS DIVISION 
      
   CHAPTER  WEBMASTER    John Bales 
     (317) 783-0616  e-mail  balesjb@comcast.net 
 
�

   MED. RECRUITING & RETENTION 
    
 

   RIDE COORDINATOR:   
    Gary & Cheryl Ramsey     (765) 544-2339 
    e-mail  gcramsey74@yahoo.com 
    

   EVENTSLINE COORDINATOR:    
     Ramona Bennett   (317) 297-4975    
     e-mail RBennett8@Indy.rr.com  
 
 
�

   CHAPTER STORE:  Tim Hoffer  (317) 271-6073 
     e-mail   Wingnut471@yahoo.com 
 
 

   SCRAPBOOK:  Vacant 
 

   SUNSHINE:  Lisa Davis 
 

   HISTORIAN:    Bobbie Harris 

Chapter Director’s Message 

    Well the time has finally arrived. Dana and I are 
pleased to assume the role as Directors of Chapter 
C.  I would like to thank everyone who has          
accepted a position on our staff for the next two 
years. Without your time and effort this Chapter 
would not exist. The time and energy you put in  
behind the scenes is really appreciated. We really 
enjoy each and everyone of you and all of our     
fellow GWRRA members.  
     I would like to thank Tommy and Bobbie for the 
great job they did the past two years. They have 
been responsible for leaving this Chapter in great 
shape. I only hope that when our term is over we 
have done half as good.  
    Several members have spent the last few    
Thursdays in December and January preparing for 
Winter Rendezvous. Our Chapter was well         
represented. We had 36 members present.  What a 
way to start off a New Year of fun and adventure. 
The theme this year was Hillbilly Hoot-n-anny. 
How appropriate for a new regime with a WIT in 
charge. If you were not able to attend Winter  
Rendezvous, the Motorcycle which was built from 
the ground up would be a prize most people would 
cherish.  I even heard that Mother Honda was  
looking at adding some of our features to the new 
2012 Gold Wing.  
    The Participants in the Parade looked  
unbelievable, and we won First Place and Cousins 
Choice in the walking parade. We tied for Cousins 
Choice in the Walking Float. Sue won First Place 
and Cousins Choice in the Cake Decorating. Margo 
won First Place for our great Scrapbook.  Ramona 
got Second place in the Table Decorations. Wayne 
Howery got Second Place in the Talent Show.  
 

Continued page two top left Column  
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    CHAPTER “C” HAS A WEB SITE.  
 

   www.circlecitywings.org 

BEAMS OF SUNSHINE 
 

JANUARY   
BIRTHDAYS  

 

2nd Gary Ramsey  
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
17th   John & Libby Bales  

17th     Don & Norma Davis  
 

Please let me know if I missed someone’s special day  
 

Each month I will search, seek, and capture sunny 
snippets of  “Witt and Wisdom” to share with you.  
 

WITT AND WISDOM   
I am so grateful to have you all as my friends. My 
life has been blessed with a wonderful new family. 
God had a plan when he sent us to Steak n Shake  
1 1/2 years ago to witness a man randomly  
approaching tables to inquire if that was their  
Goldwing parked outside.  

Love you Barb and Dave!  
 

Lisa Davis  

Continued from front page 
 

Kathy got Second Place in the Best Dressed  
Hillbilly. Dana and Kathy got Second place in the 
Couples Best Dressed Hillbilly. Betty and Debbie each 
won the Euchre Tournament on separate days.  
    By the time I got up to the Hospitality Suite 
(Provided by Gary Johnson) Wayne had the group  
prepared to sing a song in the parade. I can say our 
Chapter was well represented and made very proud to 
be a member of such an exciting and  
vibrant bunch of Hillbilly's.  
    We hope to have many exciting rides and events this 
next year, and hope you have the opportunity to  
participate.  
    We are going to have a planning meeting  
February 19th at 5:00P.M. at the Wanamaker  
Community Center. I hope that you all know me well 
enough to feel free to discuss ride or trip ideas This 
Chapter is only going to be as fun or  
enjoyable as we (meaning everyone of us) make it. I do 
not want anyone to feel like they can not talk about any 
ideas they may have. I know we have done many great 
rides in the past and look forward to many more in the 
future.  
    For those of you who went to Wing Ding last year 
we are going again as a group this year. So plan ahead 
July 7,8,9 &10th We had a great time last year, so plan 
on being a part of the action this time. These cold  
winter days will soon be behind us and we will again 
be riding.  

 

Greg & Dana Townsend 
Chapter C’s  Chapter Directors    

 Chapter C’s Treasurer 
 

                Happy New Year to each and every one!  
My name is Kathy Teachout.   My husband 
David and I have been with Chapter “C” since 
2001.   Each and every year has brought us 
many new friends and more fun than two old 
people should be allowed to have.   

                  I currently serve as the Treasurer for the 
Chapter.   This will be my fifth year, and third 
Chapter Director to serve under.  I love to  

            volunteer (ask Dave), and getting involved as 
much as possible.  Because the more you get 
involved the more fun you have.   

                  Looking forward to another great year 
ahead!! 

Kathy Teachout 

  A.C.D.’s  Message Station 

   Hello,  

       We are Scott and Lisa Davis the newly ap-
pointed Assistant Chapter Directors for Chapter 
C.    Since joining GWRRA and Chapter C, a mere 
18 months ago, we found out rather quickly, after 
just a few rides, we were hooked.   We love Chapter 
C and the people in it.  So, when Greg asked me to 
become A.C.D., I/we were honored to accept.  We 
will do our best and try to follow in his footsteps, to 
the best of our abilities. It is amazing how all of you 
are so willing to help when I have needed a hand.  I 
can't believe how much I have learned about the 
maintenance and caring for our bike.   Lisa, too, has 
found how easily it is to fit right in and have many 
more new and good friends. We are truly blessed to 
have found so many new friends and are looking 
forward to the next riding season.  

Scott and Lisa Davis,  
Chapter C Assistant Directors 

 He who sows courtesy reaps friendship, and 
  he who plants kindness, gathers love. 

 

St. Basil, a 4th Century Bishop 



COMING CHAPTER ‘C’ EVENTS 
 
  February  2nd    Teddy’s  6:30 pm   
        behind Steak n shake Southport and I-65 
  February  12th   Valentine’s dinner 6:00 pm 
        Arnie’s  South 135 
  February  19th  5:00 pm  Planning Meeting 
       Wannamaker Community Center 
  February  23rd    Chapter Meeting 
 
  March  15th   Staff Meeting  6:30 pm 
  March  23rd   Chapter Meeting 
        
 
 
 
We will get the calendar filled at the planning 
meeting.   
 You can help fill it up, bring ideas, destinations 
and activities you would like to have the Chapter 
do.  New  ideas are welcome as are a few of our 
traditional trips and outings  Brochures, maps, 
pamphlets all welcome   Please bring your 2011 
calendars to fill in the dates. 
Looking forward to February 19th and fun ideas 
and destinations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Chapter C dates and events are subject to 
change.  Always call the events-line to make sure a 
scheduled event is still a go. 
    
   

BIRTHDAY’s  
 February 

 

    February   5th     Bill Rugenstein 
     February   7th     Barbara Mytinger 
     February   8th      Rick Hollon 
     February   8th    John Yearwood 
     February  10th    Scott Davis 
 

      March    4th     Jim Leisring 
      March    8th     Deb Offerman 
      March    26th   Pat Ladenthin 
      March    31st    Gerri Hollon 
 

       Get Well’s and Thinking of You  
  

    Several men and a few women in our Chapter suffer 
from back pain and knee pain.  Please remember our 
members in your prayers. 
    A few members are facing some hard times and  
emotional times right now in their lives.  Let us also  
remember to pray for their calm and peace. 
    We never know when it will be our turn to walk in these 
members’ shoes.  We must always be alert in our prayers. 
 

    As for any get wells I am unaware of anyone who has 
an illness. 
 

    February 16th , Sandy Howery is having knee  
replacement surgery.  We wish you the best Sandy.  Keep 
us informed please. 
 

    February 4th, Bobbie Harris is having hip surgery.  
Not a replacement, but an out patient procedure to allow 
her to walk normally and hopefully rid her of the constant 
pain. 
 

 If I have missed someone, I am sorry.  Please contact  me when  
someone needs a get well or thinking of you.    BJH 

ANNIVERSARIES  
February 

 

   February   2nd    Wayne & Sandy Howery 
   February   14th    Larry & Betty Walda 
   February   24th    Dave & Mary Jo Phares 
 
    March    
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Chapter C’s Events Line  
  (317) 767-5960 

ALERT !  FYI  ALERT ! 
 

   If the leader of any planned ride has to cancel that ride 
for any reason.  The leader should call Bob Bennett AT 
LEAST 2 1/2 HOURS BEFORE THE RIDE IS  
SCHEDULED.    Please call Ramona and Bob , then 
Ramona can have the events line updated before anyone 
has left home to go on the scheduled ride. 
   It is always a good idea to check the events line  
before you leave for a ride.   
Circumstances sometimes dictate a change. 

  CHAPTER “C” HAS A WEB SITE. 
   www.circlecitywings.org 



          NATIONAL  GWRRA  STAFF  (Current List) 
 

Chief Operating Officer:  Melissa Eason  
Director:  Mike Stiger 
Canadian Director:  Ron & Carol Hodgson     
National Director-Canada Rider Education:  David Hay  
Rider Education Director:  Gene & Betty Knutson    
Leadership Training Director :  David & Kathy Orr 
Member Enhancement Director:   Ed & Linda Johnson  
Chapter of the Year Director:   Bob & Karla Greer 
Wing World Editor:   Sharon Stanley 
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Wing Ding 33 

 

  JULY 6-9 2011 
 Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
 

Region D Traveling Plaque 

 

District Traveling Trophy 
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REGION D WEBSITE; 
GWRRA-REGIOND.ORG/EVENTS 
Find all the details of coming Region D events. 

REGION  D  OFFICERS 
 

    Directors   /�-�������*�����0(����     
         *����	�1��23�.�4,555�  
    Region Educators    MEDIC FIRST AID  
   Trainer    John and Laurel Kuehl   Phone:     
             (219) 464-4663 
    +�*� �����������   George & Claudia Ellison  
        Phone: (734)748-6212 

INDIANA  DISTRICT OFFICERS 

  ���������������	��
   
6���7�8���9��������*����	�14�&3��2�,.�))  
 
  Asst. Director’s  Southeast Section  
          Lonnie & Karen Hunter 
  Treasurer    Cheryl Meadows 

Indiana District Events 
 2011 Spring Wing Warm-Up   May 
 
     

               �           USEFUL WEB SITES                      USEFUL WEB SITES                      USEFUL WEB SITES                                                                        
National GWRRA      GWRRA.org 
Region D     gwrra-regiond.org 
Indiana District    www.Indianaonwings.org 
 Indiana Chapter web sites listed on the District Web site.           
Chapter C    www.circlecitywings.org                                   

Ohio Chapter M  
CD's- Roy & Rebecca Jones  

Phone:  (330)717-9057 
Email: rjones1153@zoominternet.net 

· Ohio Chapter M  
Buckeye Travelers   

Meetings:  

4th Saturday of month 
Dinner at 5:00PM 
Meeting 6:00PM 
Yankee Kitchen  
6655 Market Street, Youngstown  



Chapter C Ride Coordinator 
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  CHAPTER C’s STORE           

   Chapter “C” members... use only our new LIGHT 
BLUE Chapter Shirts with the new logo...On rides  
and dinner runs unless otherwise requested.    See 
Tim Hoffer for your Chapter shirts.  (317)  271-6073   
Wingnut471@yahoo.com 
 Our Vest  INSIGNIA PATCH ( Big one for center back 
of vest) is available in our Store.   
Vests:   L, XL, available at this time. Cost with  
embroidery                                             $40.00       
Chapter “C”  patch                                    $5 
Indiana Patch                                             $3.50 
Chapter “C” Flags                                     $12 

Let Us Introduce…… 
 

              Our  unique awards.    
and the These awards will be given lovingly to those who 
earn them each month.  
will go to that special person who did  a  
action and was caught/observed.   will go to another 
special person who went in their action and was caught/
observed. 
 
      
TO BE ANNOUNCED DURING  MEETING BY 
GREG  &  DANA.   
 

 NEW TERM 
   

NEW UNIQUE AWARDS 
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2011 SCRAPBOOK   CALL 
 

              If anyone has pictures of any event for the  
Chapter, & would like for them to be in the scrapbook,  
especially any events attended, send them to a staff  
member or give  them to us at any meeting, or event.  
Margo has stepped down and Scrapbook position is open. 
We must keep the pictures current for the next person/
persons.  It can be more than one person doing the  
scrapbook.  Several times in the past, 2 or 3 people have 
done the scrapbook for the Chapter for a block of time.  
Anyone interested in taking over the scrapbook please  
contact a staff member.  Chapter C has a history of keeping  
Scrapbooks since 1988.  Your help is needed and will be 
greatly appreciated.    Thank you 

Chapter C’s Events Line  
  (317) 767-5960 

 DIRECTIONS TO CHAPTER C’s MEETING 
LOCATION 

 

Chapter C meets at The M.C.L. Cafeteria at 3630 South 
East Street also known as South U.S.31 on the south 
side of Indianapolis.  Traveling I-465 on the south side 
of  Indianapolis, take exit  2  north to U. S. 31.    MCL 
will be on the left hand (west) side of the street in a 
strip mall with Shopper’ Mart.  MCL on north end of 
the strip mall from   Shoppers Mart. Phone # (317)  
783-2416   Meeting starts at 6:30 pm on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. 



 

Member Enhancement  
Coordinator     

 
        In 1992 Chuck Gilven, who 
lives in Greenwood worked on 
Gold Wings in his garage. When 
we had some work done on our 83 Interstate, he 
gave us a copy of Wing World and a membership 
application. Soon after, we bought our new 93 in 
October.   
    We decided to check out the local Chapter: 
Chapter C.   We were made to feel right at home 
immediately.  We sent the application to Phoenix. 
We have been active ever since and besides the 
riding and traveling, Chapter C has played an im-
mense part of our social life.  
    I am confident that most of you will stick a fork in 
your eyeball if I implore you to go out and find new 
members so.........I won't. But, I will point out that 
Scott and Lisa are newer members (our recruits) 
who are graciously stepping up to the plate in the 
role of Assistant Chapter Directors. And for this we 
are all most grateful just as we are that Greg and 
Dana are stepping up. We are very excited about 
the Chapter's future.  
    I am no longer the "Recruiter". We are now the 
“Member Enhancement Coordinators" and we are 
dedicated to enhance your GWRRA experience in 
any way we can. 
  

Dave and Barb Mytinger 
Member Enhancement Coordinators 
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Ride Educator 
Eric and Jan Franson 
Chapter Educators 

 
Motorcycle Crashes. 

  
Two different studies put the 4-wheel driver at fault 50-

60% of the time. 
So, why are drivers crashing into us?  Motorcycles are hard 
to see according to these studies. How do we combat this?  
Bright colored clothing with retro reflective material, Lane 
choice as well as lane positioning.  
How about other 40-50% of the time when the Rider is at 
fault... Such as: 
    Rider Inattention or Distractions - Fumbling with the 
audio settings or the GPS, whatever takes your eyes away 
from the road. If you are following at 2 seconds and take 
your eyes off the road for even a split second, How far do 
you think you have traveled? Could you do a defensive 
move if necessary? 
    Speed. - Other drivers have a hard time perceiving your 
approach speed; consequently they will assume you are 
traveling at the posted speed. Even a 5-10 mph difference 
could get you in trouble. 
    Intersections - Alleyways, driveways, parking lot en-
trances, highway on-off ramps and anywhere else where 
vehicles can cross or enter/exit the flow of traffic. 
    Visual Barriers - Obstructions that are either Stationary 
or Moving.  These could be Buildings, Parked Vehicles, or 
Moving Obstructions such as 18 Wheelers. etc. 
   Judgment - It is seeing the hazard and acting appropri-
ately. Errors in judgment   include Perception Failure, Com-
prehension Failure, Decision Failure and Reaction Failure.  

 

   Continued page 9 upper left hand column 

Hands are the heart’s landscape.       Pope John Paul II 

  Faith no doubt moves mountains, but not always  
  necessarily to where we want them. 

                              Mason Cooley 

It is in the shelter of each other that the people live. 
 

Irish Proverb 
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           DID YOU HEAR THE ONE 
ABOUT????? CONTEST????  ��� �  
 

In the past year something funny (amusing) 
has happened to everyone at least once in the Chapter.  
This little so-called contest is to find and vote on, by 
Chapter members, the ONE funniest things that      
happened this year. 
To enter, just email me, Cheryl Ramsey at  
gcramsey74@yahoo.com with your story, it doesn’t 
have to be bike or Chapter related, just funny.  At that 
time I will assign a number to each of your entries and 
then they will be published in the newsletter with that 
corresponding number (only Gary & I will know who 
submitted the entry). I may have to change names to 
keep each story anonymous and not give away the  
author.  The Chapter members will eventually vote on 
them, and the winner and author will be announced 
and republished in the April newsletter, along with a 
special award. 

January, February, and March are the months 
that have been selected for the contest entries to be 
published randomly in the newsletter since winter can 
be long, boring, and dull.  This is to make us laugh 
with each other and have something to do while  
waiting for the riding season to begin again!!! 

This will NOT be voted on for a skunk award, 
no retribution for any submitted story, only laughs.  
You can have more than one entry, I know you have 
more than one story, and each entry will have a 
different number. 

Please, keep it simple, if possible not too 
lengthy, but share with us your adventures of the past 
year.  You can start sending your stories now through 
March 15, 2011; this will assure that the March   
newsletter will have your stories in that issue, also.  
Final voting will be at the March or April meeting 
(depending upon number of entries), so be sure to be 
at both of those meetings for all the fun and laughs!!! 

 

Let’s all have a great time and maybe make it 
an annual event!!! and Good Luck!!!  Thank you in 
advance for playing. �  �  �   

Did you hear the one about????….. 
 

Cheryl 

    Entry #4 
    
   Before Christmas I was at a typical luncheon of 
about forty or so lovely ladies who were 60 to 90 
years young. We were chatting away before our  
salads were served. It sounded like the lovely din of a 
chicken coop. I'm sure you ladies can comprehend. 
You men.........well.........just imagine. I was sitting 
near the middle of the group at the corner of our "L" 
shaped table layout.  
Three of my immediate companions and I discussed 
the idiosyncrasies of our beloved partners and best 
friends.........our husbands. As usual the one thread 
that always seems to be raised is: He doesn't hear 
me........he doesn't pay any attention to me.......he's  
always doing something else etc. etc. Well, today, in 
good humor I might add, we were chuckling about 
the different things our better halves did in their 
"spare time" during retirement. In voices that could 
only be described as "conversational", one said "my 
husband spends all of his time playing his guitar.........
he doesn't have time to help around the house or hear 
me when I ask a question". Another said "mine 
watches TV 24/7. He doesn't hear me either". I  
mentioned that Santa came early to our house this 
year and my husband had taken up with his new toy: 
A ZUMO!!! "What's a Zumo" was of course the  
response I got. After a simple explanation about it's 
functions and attractions I went on to say that the way 
my husband treats it I suspect it also must have the 
ability to provide sex and he would find that feature 
sooner or later. When my seatmates were done 
chuckling we realized that an eerie SILENCE had  
befallen the room. I looked around and, to my horror, 
realized that all eye and ears were on me. If it had 
been a party of cats and dogs all ears would have 
physically pointed in my direction. The mere mention 
of the "S" word had transfixed the entire room. Four 
"young" ladies in their 80s came down the table to 
my chair and asked what I had been discussing re-
garding "sex". To all present I explained the charms 
of Hubbie's new love: His Zumo. They all laughed 
and compared how long it had been since they had 
had sex. "Does the Zumo work for women or is it 
strictly a "man" thing"? " Do we all need to get one"?  
So, the gist of the story, ladies and gents, is..........
maybe we all should have least one Zumo in our 
home......somewhere.......just in case.  

  Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single 
candle, and the life of the candle will not be  
shortened. 
                               The Buddah 
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 Entry # 2 
 

     A new GWRRA Chapter C member attending a 
recent Christmas Party and participating in the gift 
exchange. The member was assigned his number, on 
a very small slip of paper, which was promptly  
assigned a special spot in some unknown pants 
pocket. The member however committed this  
valuable number “37” to memory. As the gift ex-
change unfolded this newbie sat anxiously in the 
back of the room waiting for number “37” to be 
drawn from the many entrants and announced to the 
crowd. After many distractions, side conversations, 
gift evaluations and other party happenings he was 
forced to empty his pockets and find this magical 
slip of paper, which in a feat worthy of Chris Angel, 
now had the words “thirty three” printed on it. It 
seems this event has incited most other Chapter C 
members to change this gentleman’s name to “33.” 
The best part is he now no longer feel like a newbie. 
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  One of the signs of passing youth is the birth of a sense 
of fellowship with other human beings as we take our 
place among them.               Virginia Wolf 
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Continued from page six 
 

   Crash Avoidance - Use Strategies such as appropriate 
Following Distance, Flashing Brake lights instead of just 
down shifting to reduce speed, Scanning the Mirrors as 
you come to a stop, Covering Brakes in congested areas, 
Avoiding drivers blind spots, Use a delayed apex cor-
nering line when possible.  
        

Even if you choose to perform an evasive maneuver 
you may not do it well, or choose the wrong one. You 
can lose control from over-braking, entering a turn to 
fast, or swerving instead of braking or ending up doing 
both at same time (not good but spectacular). 
 
The best options is to:   Use the SAA Strategy.      

Scan, Anticipate, Act. 
Sign up for a rider course. 
  

Eric and Jan Franson 
Chapter ‘C’ Team 

Educators 

      Parting Thoughts 
 

   We are so, so proud that Greg and Dana have become our 
new Chapter Director’s.  They have chosen a good solid staff 
to surround them and help them in all they strive to  
accomplish during their term. 
    When we took on the Director’s position Tommy and I 
( mostly Tommy) had set a few goals.  We worked really 
hard to accomplish them:   
      Fun in all things was our primary idea.   
      Grow the Chapter 
      Try more new things than repeating of the old things 
      Have more participation 
      Avoid any negativity within the Chapter  
      Provide the avenue for our Chapter C to truly meld into 
             a huge family and provide an example for other  
             Indiana Chapters in all our events we attended .   
      We wanted Indiana C to stand out and be noticed.                    
I think Tommy did what he set out to do.  It did keep us busy 
and on our toes but the rewards for the Chapter were pure 
gems.  We thank each and everyone of our staff and all of 
you for all you did month after month to  help Us  
Accomplish  These Goals. 
        Now it is Greg and Dana’s turn, along with their staff, 
to set their goals and for us, the members, to help them attain 
all they set out to do. 
         I know we will do anything and everything asked of us 
and volunteer to do what ever we can to help them along. 
          Again we thank you for a heartwarming, heartfelt  
experience as we served Chapter C and GWRRA. 
 
   Always count your blessings and let the negatives  
disappear.  May Happiness and Goodness always be in your 
life. 

Tommy and Bobbie Harris 
Proud Members of IN. Chapter C 

Common Mistakes in Spelling and Meaning 
 

   The English language is full of homonyms, or words 
that have different meanings but sound and look similar, 
which makes it easy to confuse proper usage. But using 
the wrong form of a word can cost you credibility, 
whether the mistake surfaces on your resume, a  
business letter, or online dating profiles and  
communications.  
 

    1.    You're/Your  
Confusion around contractions makes for the most  
common spelling errors in the English language.  While 
“you’re” is the combination of “you are,” “your” refers to 
possession, as in it belongs to you.   
    2.    Where/Wear  
You probably know that “where” refers to a location, while 
“wear” is a verb, but it’s easy to mistakenly interchange 
the words. 
    3. Their/They’re/There 
We see this error all the time and it drives us bonkers! 
Let’s set the record straight once and for all: “Their” is 
possessive; “there” refers to distance; and “they’re” is a 
contraction of “they are.”     
    4.    Its/It’s  
Like the you’re/your confusion, “its” denotes possession 
and “it’s” is a contraction of “it is.” You can avoid making 
this embarrassing and confusing error in business  
documents and resumes by always spelling out “it is,” 
which is the most formal use anyway.   
    5.    Than versus Then  
“Than” refers to a comparison, while “then” refers to a 
subsequent event. Example: Six is more than five; after 
five then comes six, for instance. 

Did You Know….    

  * Most seeds won’t germinate until the soil’s temperature 
  reaches 68 Degrees.  Keep this in mind when starting 
seeds indoors too and when transplanting them out doors. 
   * Cucumbers, melons and tomatoes are among the  
veggies with the longest seed life, good for 5-10 years. 
   *  Packets of rare heirloom tomato seeds average around 
$2.75 each at seedsavers.org. 
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Eight Facts About Warming Up Your Car in 
Winter 

 

   1. Driving warms the car faster than idling 
If your concern is not the health of the car, but simply 
your own creature comforts, Bob Aldrich of the  
California Energy Commission points out that "idling is 
not actually an effective way to warm up a car — it 
warms up faster if you just drive it."  
   2. Ten seconds is all you need Environmental  
Defense Fund, which produced the Idling Gets You  
Nowhere campaign, advises motorists to turn off their 
ignition if they're sitting stopped for more than 10  
seconds.       "After about 10 seconds, you waste more 
money running the engine than restarting it, said Andy 
Darrell, deputy director of the EDF Energy Program. 
"Switch the car off at the curb, and you'll be leaving 
money in your wallet and protecting the air in your  
Community. 
   3. Idling hurts the car 
According to the Hinkle Charitable Foundation's  
Anti-Idling Primer, idling forces an engine "to operate in 
a very inefficient and gasoline-rich mode that, over 
time, can degrade the engine's performance and  
reduce mileage."       Idling causes carbon residues to 
build up inside the engine, which reduces its efficiency.  
    4. Idling costs money 
Over a year of five minutes of daily idling (which 
causes incomplete combustion of fuel), the "Anti-Idling 
Primer" estimates that the operator of a V8-engine car 
will waste 20 gallons of gasoline, which not only  
produces 440 pounds of carbon dioxide but costs at 
least $60.  
    5. Idling in the garage can kill you 
Idling a car in a garage, even with the door open, is 
dangerous and exposes the driver to carbon monoxide 
and other noxious gases. If the garage is attached, 
those fumes can also enter the house. 
    6. Block heaters beat remote starters 
Lori Strothard of the Waterloo Citizens Vehicle Idling 
Reduction Task Force in Canada says, "Remote  
starters can too easily cause people to warm up their 
cars for 5 to 15 minutes, which is generally  
unnecessary."      A block heater, which is designed to 
heat the engine and can cost under $30, on a timer set 
to start one to two hours before driving, does the trick 
in very cold climates. 
    7. Quick errands aren't quick enough Natural  
Resources Canada points out that leaving your car 
idling while you're running into a store on an errand or 
going back into the house to pick up a forgotten item is 
another way to waste gas and pollute both your town 
and the planet.      "Leaving your engine running is hard 
on your pocketbook, produces greenhouse gas  
emissions, and is an invitation to car thieves,"  
    8. Idling is bad for your health (and your neighbor's 
health).     "Exhaust is hazardous to human health,  
especially children's; studies have linked air pollution to 
increased rates of cancer, heart and lung disease, 
asthma and allergies."  
                           continued top of next column 

 continued 
 

   Car idling "is the second-hand smoking of the outdoors. 
One of the problems is that cars idle close to the curb, 
where pedestrians are walking. And when you have a 
child in a stroller, they are particularly close to the  
tailpipe. Studies show that children's IQ levels are lower 
when they live near major roads with lots of traffic." 
    "You don't really need to idle your car, because of the 
efficiency of modern fuel injection, which eliminated  
carburetors and chokes. The only reason to let the car 
idle at all is to get the oil circulating, but after 30 seconds 
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Did You Know...Understanding Color 
 

   #  White or a pale color...attracts Night-flying 
moths; bats in some areas.   Try moonflower, angels 
trumpet, white or pale petunias. 
   #   Yellow...Attracts butterflies.  Try sunflowers  
 gaillardia, marigolds and golden alyssum. 
   #   Purple...Attracts Butterflies.  Try Butterfly bush, 
petunias, lavender, asters, and verbenas. 
   #   Red or Orange...Attracts Hummingbirds.  Try 
columbines, canna, gladiolus, trumpet vine, & salvia. 
   #  Blue to blue purple...Attracts Bees.  Try crocus, 
hyacinth, grape hyacinth, salvia, blue spirea. 
   #   Dull Red or Red Brown...Attracts Flies.   Wild 
ginger, dutchman’s pipe vine, trilliums, skunk cab-
bage, pawpaw trees. 

 

Chapter C Planning Meeting on February 19th is a  
“pitch-in” like always.  There are no kitchen facilities at 
the Community Center in Wannamaker.  Crockpots,  
serving utensils, plastic tableclothes and trash bags all 
have to be brought in.  Chapter will have some soft drinks, 
coffee, and eating utensils and paper plates etc. there.  
Members are free to bring additional items to help our sup-
ply bins if you wish.  There will be chili and a couple cas-
seroles.  More food is needed as are soft drinks.  “Pitch-In”  
food etc. and make this a good planning meeting. 

Don’t forget your ideas, 
maps, brochures, calen-
dar, pencils, and your 
selves.  Let’s 
make this happen!! 
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